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Since you are so good as to enter into my affairs, I
shall trouble you with a detail of them, as well as of my
conduct since I left England; which, in my opinion, you
have a right to inspect, and approve or condemn as you
think fit During my state of probation with the Earl of
Strafford, it was my endeavour to recommend myself to his
Excellency rather by fidelity, silence, and an entire sub-
mission, than by an affectation to shine in his service; and
whatever difficulties, whatever discouragements, fell in my
way, I think it appears that they were surmounted in the
end; and my advancement followed upon it sooner than I
expected. Another would say, much sooner than I de-
served, which I should easily agree to, were it not, that I
flatter myself there is some merit in the behaviour I kept,
when the hopes and temptation of being preferred glittered
in my eyes.1

All the world knows upon what foot Mr. Watkins
thought himself with my Lord Strafford;2 and though all
the world does not know what I am going to tell you, yet
Mr. Watkins does on one hand, and my Lord Strafford on
the other, that all the credit I had with either, was heartily,
and without reserve, employed to make matters easy; and
to cultivate in my humble station, that good understanding,
which our Court desired should be between them. I had
my reasons for this, and such perhaps as flowed from an
inclination to promote my own interest. I knew as well
as any man living almost, how much Mr. Watkins was
valued by my Lord Bolingbroke and others. I foresaw the
danger of standing in competition with him, if that case
should happen: and, to tell you the truth, I did not think
myself ripe in regard of interest at home, or of any service
I could pretend to have done abroad to succeed Mr.
Watkins in so good an employment. Above all, I protest
to you, Sir, that if I know my own heart, I am capable of
suffering the utmost extremities rather than violate the in-

1  Lady Strafford writes from London shortly before Harrison's
death to her husband: " I saw your favourite Mr. Harrison yesterday,
who says you are the best of men and that he has found you so " (" The
Wentworth Papers," p. 319).

2  From one of Peter Wentworth's letters (ibid., p. 187) it may be
gathered that his brother was not much enamoured of Watkins, who
was greatly attached to the Duke of Marlborough, and who appears
to have been superseded at Utrecht by Harrison.             A Al" (supra, p. 337, n. 3)-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